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STATE ECONOMY 
30. Ms M.J. DAVIES to the Treasurer: 
I have a supplementary question. If the Treasurer will not compel the big miners to do more, as he has confirmed, 
is it not true that he is therefore leaving the heavy lifting of budget repair to mums and dads, small businesses, 
pensioners and hardworking public servants? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
To be fair, the Leader of the National Party’s supplementary question did not reflect what I said, but that is okay. 
I understand. Will I be compelling Rio Tinto and BHP to pay more under a unilateral change to legislation for 
a lease rental fee? No, I will not be. That was a clear position taken by the Labor Party and the member for Pilbara 
throughout the election campaign. We will not be doing that, but as I have said, I will be looking to all areas of 
our community, and members have seen some of the announcements. 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party, you have asked a question; wait for the answer. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: We are looking first to the things that we can control. For example, our new wages policy does 
that—the freeze for those whose remuneration is dictated by the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal — 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party, the process in Parliament is that you ask a question and you get an 
answer. You do not ask a question and give the answer. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: However — 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I look forward to the member for North West Central asking to come back to the Labor Party; 
I know it cannot be far away! I am not sure if we will take him; I am not sure if we need the extra numbers at the 
moment! I think it is okay. But it will not be long before that misplaced and very, very cheap loyalty that he has — 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: No doubt in due course the letter will come in seeking membership of the Labor Party from 
the member. 
In any event, to come back: will I compel BHP — 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I am trying to answer. 
Will I compel BHP and Rio Tinto? To be frank with the member, any tax increases in this sector will, broadly, be 
implemented by way of legislation, so I daresay anyone who is paying more tax will be compelled, whether it is 
the former government’s land tax or any other increases in tax going forward. Will we be compelling two in 
particular? No. 
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